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LETTER 


K.Charls the Second) 


Third Monarch of Great Britain ; to 
Mr Cawton,late Miniſter of theEngliſh Church 


in Roterdam , to be communicated to the reſt of rhe 
Miniſters of the Reformed Churches in Holand 
in Defenc: of Himſelfe in matters 
of Religion. 


————— 


Publiſhed upox the deſire of Mrs. Cawton (Widow of the late 
Reverend Mr, Cawrton deceaſed) with whom the Ori- 
ginall, under Hand and Seal , 15 tobe ſeen, 
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Printed by william wilſon for Richard Lopnds, at the 
white Ziov in St Paul's Church-yard, 2 660, 
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KUM 


(3) 
CHARLS R: 


M—aRuſty and Weclbcloved , We 
greet you well, We have rc- 
ceived fo full a teſtimony from 
Pcrſons ( to whom We give cn- 
tire credit) of your good Aﬀe- 
ion to Our Pcrfon , and Zcal 
10 Our Scrvice, that We arc 
willing to recommend an Afﬀeair to you , in which 
Ve arc very much conccrncd. 

We do not wondcr, that the malice of Our Enc- 
mics ſhould continue to lay all manner of ſcan- 
dalls upon Us , which might take away Our Repu- 
ration 3 but that they ſhould find, credit with any , 
tromake Our Aﬀe@ion to the Proteſtant Religion 
in any degree ſuſpced , is very ſtrange z ſince the 
world cannot Eur take notice of Our conſtant, and 
unintcrrupted . Profcfſion and Excrciſe in it, in 
thoſe Places , where the contrary Religion is onely 
pony and allowed, And though: We do nor 
oa'!. of dcing that , which we ſhould be kcartily 
aſhamcd if We did not do; We may reaſonably 
bc licvc, That no man hath , or can more manifeit 
his Aﬀe&ion to, and Zcal for, the Proteſtant Re- 
lizion, tlan We havc done, or, m ſome rcſp«&s, 
hath more ſuff red for it, Andtherctore We are 
the more ſcnſibly aft. cd , that thoſe Calumnies 
can mal impr. fl on, to Our difadvantage , inthe 
minds cf Loncſt and picus min, as We arc in- 
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termed they ave done. And We do the rather 
impart the ſcrſe We Fave of Our ſuffering in 
this particular to you , becaule, As you have the 
Charge of the En; trſb Congregation in Roterdam ; 
So you cannot kurt Fave much converſation and 

acquaintance 'with the Miniſters of the Dutch 
- C:uwrch, and others in that populous place , with 
whom We would not ſuffer under ſo unjuſt and 
ſcandalous an Impuration. And We preſume and 
cxpe& from you, that you will ufe your urmoſt 
lin nce and dexterity , to root ourthoſe unwor- 
thy Aſperſions , ſo maliticuſly and groundlcly 
laid upon Us by wicked men ; and that you aſ- 
ſure all ; who will give credit to you, that We 
value Our Selt ſo much , upon that part of Our 
Title of being Defender of the Faith , that no 
worldly temptations can. ever prevail with Us 
to {warve from It , and the Proteftant Religion , 
in which we have becn bred : the Propagation 
whercof we ſhall endeavour with Our utmoſt 
power, And-as We ſball never fail inthe perfor- 
mance of Our Duty herein , ſo We ſhall rake the 
Offices you. ſhall do, in vindicaring Us from theſe 
Reproaches, very well from you: In which, VVe 
pronuſc Our felt , you will icrve Us cferally ; 
And ſo VVe bid you Farewell, Given at Our 
Court at Bruxells , the ſeventh Day of Novemter , 
1658, wthe tenth year of Our Reign, 


By bis Majeſty's Command. 
EDWARD NICOLAS. 
This 
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Thie Latin Tranſlation of the fore-going 


Engliſh Letter,wss ſent from the King at 
the ſame time by Major Generall Mailey , 


that it might be imparted by Mr. Cawton 
to the French and Dutch Minifters. 


w-2 14:11 & Perdilefto, Salutem. Singu- 
W larc tuum in Nos, refque no- 
ſtras ſtudium,mulcorum (quibus 
cumulatam habemus fidem ) 
reſtimonio comprobarurn, facit, 
gy ur negotium tid, quod unice ad 

mc ®'D Nox {pcRat, commendare in a- 
nimum induxcrimus. Quod Nos inimici Noſtri om- 
ni probroram genere, pro conſ{uerd malitia, quo cxi- 
ftimarionem Noliram convellant, onerare pcrieve- 
rent , haud quaquam miramur ; illud prztcr ſpem 
arque incredibile accidit, inveniri poruiſle aliquos, 
queus Noſtrum erga Religionem Prorcſtantium 
aftectura fuſpe&tom redderent 3 cum nulli ignota 
poſt efle conſtans Nolira &-. nunquam interrupra 
cjatdem Profefſio & Excrcitium , iis ipſis in locis ubi 
contraria tantum Religio viger & permirtirur : Erlt 
vero Nos id egiſſe non gloriamur, quod pretermiſiſſe 
maxime puduiflct, hoc ram:n vere licer dicere, nemi- 
acm vcl majorem affectum vel ardentius ſtudium cr- 
ga Religionem Proteſtantium teſtarum unquam  - 
aut tcſtart poſſe , aut hoc nomine plura perpeſſum. 
Quare cd gravidss ferimus, id accidere potuifle,ur ca- 
lumniz 1lz multorurh bonorum ( quemadmodum 
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certiores facti ſumus ) & piorum virorum animo 
occuparent , colque a Nobis abalicnarent : tib vero 
ideo prefcrtimſinſis Noſtros hac ſuper injuria in- 
dicare v6luimmvis, © quia, cum pcncs re fit Anghicare 
Congregations Roterodams regimen , ficri necele 
cſt, ut cum.. multis Ecclftz Ketormatz Miniſtris 
aliiſque qui Cclebcrrimam illam Urbcm incolunt,aur 
frcquentant,fcrmones conferaszin quorum animis in- 
fidcre atroces cjuſmodi & 1mjultas ſulpiciones nol- 
Imus. Quarc ſummamc di'tgentiam & opcram ad- 
hibiturum confidinus,quo iniquz illz obrrcRariones 
& improborum hominum Sycophantiz rctcllantur, 
& ur 1n id ſcdulo incumbas, poſtulamus 5 Omnes in- 
ſuper quibuſcum locutus fucris c«rios reddes , Nobss 
Titulum illum Noſtrum Deferſoris Frde: adeo cle 
cordi, ut nihul fit in humanis rebus tantum, 
ad cum amittendum, auc a Religione Pretcitantium 
in qua educati ſumus , quamque omni ope propa- 
gare conabimur, dcſciſccndum pclliciat, Quemad- 
modum vero hac in rc Offcio Noi.ro nunquam dc- 
crimus, ita {tudia tua in Nos ab opprobrits ifs vin- 
dicando boni conſulemus , ſedulamque in co nava- 
rurumte opcram confidimus. Quvod ſupcreſt, plurimi 
ze ſalute impertimus. Datancur im Auia Noſtra 
Bruxellenſi, dic {cptimo Novembris, Anno Salutis 
1658, Regnique Noſtri dccimo. 


Mcmoran- 


quod Nos 
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Mcmorandum,7T hat Mr.Tho.Cawton,being Paſtor 
of the Pariſh Church of Bartholomew behind the Ex- 
changevas for ſeveral months impriſoned in the Gate- 
houſe , within a few days after the beheading of the late 
King, for praying openly for h1s Son , as King of Great 
Britain, &c, Aid being afterwards again in danger, 
about the time of Mr. Love's oof , be was forced, 
for the ſafeguard of bis life , to flee 1nto Holland , and 
was there Preacher to the Engliſh Church at Roter- 
dam. And bereupon bis Majeſty was pleaſed to write the 
above-printed Letter to the ſaid Mr Cawton, and to 
ſend it to bim by the hands of Major Generall Maſſey , 
purpoſely , that be might to the Dutch and French Mz- 
niſters teſtifie his Conſtancy in the Proteſtant Religion. 
( And obſervable it 15, that this was doye Anno 1 658. 
when there was not as yet the leaſt appearance of hope for 
his being call'd back again into England, ) As for the 
aſcertaining of the undoubted truth of this Letter , it is 
judgdr wifite to make known, that Mrs, Cawton, the 
Wi ofthe ſaid Mr. Cawton, 1s now reſident in Lon- 
don, with whom the Originall of the Letter is to be ſeen, - 


FINIS:. 


